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Welcome to our new eNews! Oyster Harbour Catchment

View this email in your browser

Group's new seasonal newsletter will keep you up-to-date with
what we are up to, as well as what is going on in your catchment.
Having difficulty viewing content? Click 'view this email in your
browser'

On the Prowl for Possums

UPCOMING
EVENTS!

We are currently undertaking two projects to better understand our
enigmatic Western Ringtail Possum (<-- text highlighted in blue?
Click on it to see where it takes you!). Western Ringtail Possums are

Fabulous Flora and Diverse
Relationships

classed as Critically Endangered under Western Australia legislation.
Our projects, funded by the Western Australian Government's State

Join us in this walk and talk to
learn about our native flora,
and the animals that live
there.
Date | Saturday 29th April
Time | 2pm - 5pm

NRM Program, involve working closely with the Department of Parks
and Wildlife, The University of Western Australia, the City of Albany,
as well as a highly experienced fauna consultant. Through these two
projects, we are looking into their use of the Mount

Where | Twin Creeks

Clarence/Adelaide, and Mount Melville Reserves within Albany

Community Conservation

through radio collaring (undertaken by a UWA Honours student),

Reserve (Knights Rd,

and spotlighting surveys. We are also trying to determine if they are
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Porongurup)
R.S.V.P. to Jenni by the
26th of April
admin@ohcg.org.au

Page 2 of 7

still present in the Porongurup National Park after the fire that
swept through in February 2007, and where they occur between the
Porongurup NP, down through to Manypeaks.

Image: C. Bartron

Image: J. Flottmann, Western Ringtail Possum being released during collaring

Meet the team

session.

Claire Bartron
Landcare Officer
The longest serving of our

Community involvement is a big part of these projects, with
volunteers being essential for the running of spotlighting surveys, as

current staff, Claire has been

well as for answering the question, 'where are our Ringtails?' in the

full time with Oyster Harbour

less urban areas of the catchment. Reporting of Western Ringtail

Catchment Group since
February 2015. Claire works

Possum sightings can provide valuable information on where these

on the delivery of our National

endangered animals are living, which will better help us to protect

Landcare Program project,

them. If you see a Western Ringtail Possum you can help by filling

Biodiversity Fund Coastal
Corridors project, and our five

in a Fauna Report Form and send it to Claire, either by e-mail to

State NRM funded Community

claire.bartron@ohcg.org.au, or by post to PO Box 118, Mount

Action Grant projects; as well

Barker, 6324.

as supporting our two other
project staff as required.
With a BSc. in Marine Science,
and Conservation Biology,

Restoration in the Ranges Link and Beyond

Claire has a love of sharks and
the ocean, and enjoys working

Revegetation, and the fencing of remnant vegetation is always on

to improve the condition of

the go in the Oyster Harbour Catchment. We are currently

our natural
environment. Claire

undertaking revegetation and fencing work through funding from

has worked in the fields of

the Australian Government's National Landcare Program, and now

science and conservation for

under the Royalties for Regions Regional Estuaries Initiative. Mt

eleven years, in diverse roles
including working with BirdLife

Barker Chicken and Waratah Fencing have also been long time

Australia on the Carnaby's

supporters of fencing works we have completed in the Ranges Link.

Black-Cockatoo Recovery
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Project, being a research
assistant at Murdoch
University working on inshore
fish assemblage studies,
a Regional Landcare Facilitator
in Mackay (Qld), and even a
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Thirty hectares of new revegetation are currently in various stages
of the revegetation process through our NLP funding, with another
7.5 planned under the REI. Fencing of remnant bushland (and
revegetation sites) is always on-going, but we are always looking for

Keeper of Australian Fauna at

more areas to protect, so contact Claire for more information, or if

Perth Zoo.

you have some bush you would like to fence off to see if the site is

Contact:

eligible.

claire.bartron@ohcg.org.au
0419 646 390 | 9851 2703

Jenni Loveland
Project Officer:
Community Capacity
Jenni has been with the OHCG
since December 2016, working
three days a fortnight on our
State NRM Community
Capacity Project, which aims
to increase awareness in our

Image: C. Bartron, Revetation site between the Stirling, and Porongurup Ranges

natural environment, the
challenges faced in its
conservation and

Weed control is another on-going job here in the catchment. Main

management, as well as

species being targeted are the highly invasive (and Weed of

increase involvement in
managing threats (e.g. by

National Significance) Bridal Creeper, the garden escapee Watsonia,

undertaking weed control, and

and those pesky Eastern States wattle species. Whilst native to

invasive fauna management).

other parts of Australia, wattles such as Sydney Golden Wattle,

Jenni started her career as a

Golden Wattle, and Flinder's Range Wattle (to name a few!) are an

qualified Veterinary Nurse in

invasive environmental weed in Western Australia, and out-compete

Perth, but soon discovered a
passion for native animals.

and push out our own beautiful, and unique native plants. We are

After spending ten years

currently undertaking works through funding from the Western

working for a veterinary clinic

Australian Governments State NRM Program, as well as through the

that treated both domestic
and native animals Jenni

National Landcare Program.

moved to the country in 2009;
where she decided to use her
love of animals in a different
way, deciding to get into

REI gets into Gear

Landcare to help protect them
from a changing world. Jenni
studied Conservation and Land

The Regional Estuaries Initiative is a four year Royalties for Regions
program to improve the health of six WA estuaries. Oyster Harbour
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Management at the
Great Southern Institute of
Technology whilst working at
several different community
Landcare groups, including
Wilson Inlet Catchment
Committee, and the Gillamii
Centre.
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Catchment Group is a regional partner in the Initiative. The primary
focus for on-ground works will be agricultural enterprises in the
600mm+ rainfall zone (the lower catchment). If you are a
landholder in this area of the catchment, there are two main areas
of funding assistance available to you;

•

Contact: admin@ohcg.org.au

Sustainable Agriculture. Soil testing and mapping. Keep
an eye out for invitations for expressions of interest

0409 572 240 | 9851 2703

advertised around July

•
Bruce Radys

Moving Water in the Landscape. This includes funds for
waterway fencing and revegetation. Funds are available

Project Officer: Regional

NOW.

Estuaries Initiative
The newest of the OHCG
team, Bruce started with the
group in March of 2017 and
will be working three days a
week on the Regional
Estuaries Initiative, funded by
Royalties for Regions. Bruce
will be undertaking works to
improve the quality of water
entering the Oyster Harbour
through the implementation of
fencing, and revegetation of
riparian vegetation, and
working with farmers to
implement best practice

Image: B. Radys, Landholder and fencing contractor pegging out new fence to
protect planned revegetation site

management including soil
testing.
Recently returned to Landcare
after a ten year break to run
his own salvage yard, Bruce

If you are a landholder looking to undertake riparian fencing, or
revegetation in the lower catchment, contact Bruce, to see if he is
able to assist you with;

has previously worked for the

•

Participation in the soil testing program

Department of Agriculture and

•

Undertaking riparian zone fencing and revegetation

•

Technical assistance and site specific recommendations for

Food in areas of catchment
management, revegetation

your riparian management

and integrated pest
management. Bringing with
him a passion to get out in the

•

Support and assistance in catchment management

field and implement on-ground
works.

New Website in the Works
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Contact:
bruce.radys@ohcg.org.au
0428 994 408

We are currently in the process of working with the very talented
Minimals team to develop a fresh, new, and user friendly website.

Meet a Native:
Pobbleponk Frog

The new website will provide links to current, and past projects,
what we can offer to help landholders and the community, how to
get involved with volunteer opportunities, and of course all our
upcoming events such as Jenni's field walk and talks!

Image: C. Bartron, Pobblebonk
(Western Banjo) Frog

The Pobblebonk, or Western
Banjo Frog, is a ground
dwelling, burrowing frog which
is native to the South-west of
Western Australia. Like all
burrowing frogs, it has clawed
fingers and toes, and is not a

Ferals, Ferals, Ferals!

strong swimmer or jumper (in
fact, they regularly drown in
pools, and ponds if there is

On Saturday the 1st of April we ran a workshop on invasive fauna,

not a sloped, rough surface for

held at the Karribank Country resort in the middle of the beautiful

them to climb out on).
They have an explosive 'bonk'

Porongurups on a stunning sunny day. We heard from speakers

call, from which they are

from the Department of Parks and Wildlife (DPaW) and

named. this call can commonly

the Department of Agriculture and Food (DAFWA) about the

be heard during breeding
season (typically Winter and
Spring).

damage that ferals can, and are, doing to the environment and
agriculture; and what we can all do to help reduce the numbers and
the impact they are having. One thing that was a real eye-opener
was the damage that feral pigs are doing in the wetter areas of our
catchment, and how quickly their numbers are increasing. Speakers
also discussed the difficulties faced in controlling feral cats, such as
how there is limited funding due to not them not being a declared
pest, and the difficulty of targeting them. The importance of
combined efforts being made to control these invasive animals was
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made plaintively clear, with control being most effective when
everyone is doing it; the first step in this is trying to increase
awareness of all pest species. All talks were extremely informative
and interesting, and all that attended learnt a great deal, and were
all very keen to implement strategies and take action. After the talks
everyone enjoyed a scrumptious afternoon tea and chatted about
what we can do and how we will go about it. Thank you to all
attendees, speakers and helpers on the day. If anyone is
interested in finding out more about ferals, contact Jenni.

Image: M-A. Addington, Fox predating a Great Egret.
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Our mailing address is:
PO Box 118, Mount Barker, W.A., 6324
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