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Welcome to the Winter OHCG eNews! The Oyster Harbour Catchment Group's newsletter will keep you
up-to-date with what we are up to, as well as what is going on in your catchment.
View this email in your browser

Looking
Forward
“Oyster Harbour Catchment
Group has attracted over $1.6
million in project funds for
educational workshops,
fencing, rehabilitation etc. in
the last four years. This year
we are looking to better
understand the needs of our

community, targeting what
you are interested in. To have
your opinion heard, your
environment improved (either
for conservation or long-term
sustainable productivity) or

Oyster Harbour Catchment Group
celebrates 25 years and plans for the
future

maybe you just want to
support a great local cause,
please join us and become a
member. The more members
we have, the more investment
we can attract to our region".

Soil Testing
Expressions of Interest
are open for the next
season of "Whole Farm

OHCG Staff, committee members and partner representatives after an enjoyable

Nutrient Mapping" - for
day on the Oyster Harbour (Image: B. Radys).

grazing properties in the
high rainfall (600mm+)
zone of Oyster Harbour
Catchment.
For more information or to
register, visit:
www.rei.dwer.wa.gov.au
or call Bruce Radys on 0428
994 408
Regional Estuaries Initiative

The end of 2017 marked two important milestones for the
Oyster Harbour Catchment Group (OHCG); the 25th
anniversary of the formation of the OHCG, and
the completion and adoption of the groups’ Strategic Plan,
2017 – 2022. The Strategic Plan provides information on
the aims and history of the group and description of the

What's been
happening

catchment, but more importantly guides future direction

Strong And Proud Noongar

a tour on the "Kalgan Queen" around Oyster Harbour and

and activities. To celebrate these milestones the group took

workshop: Feral Animals
signs and Techniques
at Twin Creeks Community

Conservation Reserve

the Lower Kalgan River. Not wasting any opportunity to
learn, the Committee and staff were joined by a range of

The OHCG is proud to support
other local programs in our
Region. South Coast Natural
Resource Management
(SCNRM) has an afterschool program called
"Wumbudin Koul-yee-rah" Strong & Proud. OHCG's Jenni
Loveland and Steve Edwards
from Wild Things Animal

speakers and stakeholder representatives involved in the
catchments management including: Friends of the
Porongurup Range, King River Action Group, Friends of Emu
Point, City of Albany and Department of Water and
Environmental Regulations (DWER).

Control Solutions presented
“Feral Animal Signs and
Techniques”. The group got
out and about tracking foxes
to assess the best method to
find them and learned about
what feral animals are in our
region and the damage they
can do.

Austin Roberson explaining the Yakamia Creek bio filter project to the groups

(Image: B. Radys).

First stop was Ocean Foods processing facilities where
Look for a second fox when

Gareth James outlined the commercial oyster life cycle and

shooting. This pair were hunting
together (Image: J. Loveland).

production process, unfortunately taste testing the oysters
was not allowed! This presentation enforced the protection

Coming soon
Banksia Farm Guided
Banksia Garden Walk
and lunch

of the Harbour and the need for good water quality for
commercial and native shellfish populations.

Date | Saturday 13th
October

Skipper Jack Jones skippered the shallow draft boat over

Time | 10-1pm
Where |Banksia Farm Mt

commercial mussel production areas in the harbour

Barker WA
and flowering seagrass which we viewed through the glass

Staff Contacts
Jenni Loveland
Project Officer:
Community Capacity

bottom. Did you know that the Oyster Harbour is one of the
few places in the world where areas of seagrass have ever
been regenerated successfully!

Jenni is our workshop
coordinator working two days
a week on our State NRM
Community Capacity Project

Austin Rogerson from the City of Albany outlined plans for

which aims to increase
awareness of our natural

the Yakamia Creek Biofilter project. This is an exciting

environment, the challenges
faced in its conservation and

Regional Estuaries Initiative (REI) funded project which is

management, as well as
increase involvement in
managing threats (e.g.by
undertaking weed control, and
invasive fauna management).
Contact:
admin@ohcg.org.au
0409 572 240 | 9851 2703

aimed to reduce nutrient inputs from the Yakamia Creek
catchment which flows into the Oyster Harbour. Several
DWER staff were on hand to outline the REI water quality
monitoring program, as well as present information on
changes in water quality over time.

Bruce Radys
Project Officer:
Regional Estuaries
Initiative
Bruce works three days a
week on the Regional
Estuaries Initiative, funded by
Royalties for Regions. He aims
to improve the quality of
water entering the Oyster
Harbour through the
implementation of fencing and
revegetation of riparian
vegetation, and working with
farmers to implement best
practice management,

In between talks, the group was able to sample a range of
produce sourced within the catchment, we had close
encounters with local native bird life and listen to Captain
Jacks entertaining local history narrative. A great afternoon
was had by all with everyone taking some time to
appreciate and learn a little more about our great asset, the
Oyster Harbour.

including soil testing in high
rainfall areas.
Contact:
bruce.radys@ohcg.org.au
0428 994 408

Sayah Drummond

Communications
Officer

New Staff
Introducing Sayah Drummond

Contact:
communications@ohcg.org.au
0467 955 317

Website:
www.ohcg.org.au

Meet a Native
Snails

Bothriembryon brazier (Image: L .
Fedec).

What better thing to talk
about in this weather than
snails!!!! "Ewwww", "Yuck",
"Boring" and “snails are bad
for the garden” is what I hear
you call out! But alas not all
snails are bad, and some can
be quite interesting. For
example, endemic land and
freshwater aquatic snails are
the perfect indicator species
for monitoring change. Known
as the GRiMRI’S, an acronym
for Gondwanan Relictual Moist
Refugia Indicator Species,
these mysterious creatures
have a lot to reveal. If we
have these snails present in
our environment, we most
likely have a healthy area.
Another thing to put your
mind at rest is they do not live
in your garden and munch out
on your precious seedlings.
Rather, our native snails are
found in the bush and are of
no threat to horticulture and
agriculture.

Hi! I am Sayah Drummond and I am the newly appointed
Communications Officer at OHCG. I am a recent graduate of UWA
graduating with a double major of Bachelor of Environmental
Science and Conservation Science. I have been involved in many
environmental project/groups since attending high school at Mt
Barker Community College, more recently I have enjoyed working
with the Friends of the Porongurup Range (FoPR) which is in the
middle of the Oyster Harbour Catchment area. I’m especially
passionate about the Oyster Harbour catchment because it’s the
area I was born and raised. I don’t think you can beat the sense of
community in a country town which comes from shared passions for
lifestyle, family and the environment.
In my role as Communication Officer, I will be working to ensure
landholders and the wider community are aware of, and have the
ability to be involved in, the many exciting projects and activities
which are occurring in the catchment.

Accuspread Field Day
Oyster Harbour Catchment Groups’ Accuspread field day was held in
March 2018 at Green Valley, hosted by the Tuffley family and
sponsored by the Regional Estuary Initiative (REI). The aim of
the day was to test and calibrate fertilizer spreaders to improve their
performance and reduce waste. It was an informative day with 20+
attending and five spreaders of various models being tested.

We have several local snails in
the area and some are in quite
short supply, many being on
the Vulnerable species on the
IUCN Red List of Threatened
Species. So the moral of the
story is.... don't step on snails
and squish them dead.

Trays were used to measure the accuracy of spreaders (Image: B. Radys).

Initial runs showed that spreaders were not performing as well as
expected, with poor spread patterns and too much material in the
center of the throw. Modifications led to improvements in all
machines. After the modifications the machines were retested with
different fertilizers, all showed good results.
The local farmers enjoyed the hands-on style of the day and were
happy to assist with many jobs such as emptying and weighing the
trays, allowing results to be viewed quickly by the eager
participants. Participants found Russell Nicholl (Australia's foremost
authority in spreader calibrations) to be a wealth of knowledge on
getting the most out of different spreaders.
After a long but very useful day of testing, a beer, some grub and a
chat was enjoyed back in the shearing shed.

After the first test run spreaders were modified to improve spread pattern
(Image: B. Radys).

Ongoing works
Revegetation, and the fencing of remnant vegetation, is always on
the go in the Oyster Harbour catchment. We are just finishing off
our revegetation and fencing work through funding from the
Australian Government's National Landcare Program. Royalties for
Regions Regional Estuaries Initiative is firing up at the moment. Mt
Barker Chicken and Waratah Fencing have also been long time
supporters of fencing works.

If you have a fencing or revegetation project that you
would like to undertake, get in touch with any of the staff
to express your interest.
Weed control is another also an important job in our catchment.
Although we try to treat all environmental weeds, the main species
being targeted are: the highly invasive (and Weed of National
Significance) Bridal Creeper, the garden escapee Watsonia, and
those pesky Eastern States wattle species. We are currently
undertaking works through funding from the Western Australian
Governments State NRM Program, as well as through the National
Landcare Program.

Revegetation site between the Stirling, and Porongurup Ranges (Image: C.
Bartron).

Our Website
Our website is up and running thanks to talented Minimals. We still
have a way to go but it is much more user friendly. The website will
provide links to current and past projects, what OHCG can offer to
help landholders and the community, information on becoming a
member, how to get involved with volunteer opportunities, and of
course, our upcoming events.
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