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Kaya! Welcome, Catchment Group™™

| hope everyone is staying warm now that we’re well past the shortest day of the
year and EOFY. It’s been good weather for tree planting (for the seedlings
anyway!) with follow up rains after our National Tree Day community planting day
at Kendenup. The Sydney Golden Wattle is certainly putting on a display... but not
the kind we want! Now is a good time to check for weedy wattle infestations on or
near your property and, where possible, control them before they spread. Even
small efforts help. Start by removing plants from relatively weed-free areas and
work back toward heavier infestations. Settle in by the fire and read on for OHCG's
latest activities and events....Bruce Radys — Executive Officer

1. Healthy Estuaries WA Initiative.

Healthy Estuaries WA is a flagship project for the Oyster Harbour Catchment Group,
it brings together community, land managers, science and government to improve

outcomes for South-West and Great Southern estuaries. There are a few key / LAl TLIV X
L
activities undertaken within the Healthy Estuaries WA program.

/ I TL/™\ _‘ ) \
Stream Restoration :‘ ESTUARlES

We are now accepting expressions of interest for subsidised 2027 revegetation
and/or fencing works to protect rivers, streams and tributaries in the catchment. '
This is done on our website and sites are chosen based on a number of factors o )
including potential habitat value, connectivity to remnant vegetation and location
within the stream order. With winter upon us the 2026 planting season has
commenced with initial runs of our newly upgraded direct seeder. We have
approximately 4 ha flagged for revegetation and over the next couple of months
these areas will be prepared by completing weed control and tailored earthworks.
Fencing to exclude stock from waterways continues to be erected with the valued
assistance of landowners and managers.

Fertiliser Management Program

Expressions of interest for the 2026-27 Fertiliser Management Program closed on
the 22" July. Thank you to all those who submitted an EOI. The Healthy Estuaries
team will now assess against their criteria and notify each catchment group of
successful applicants. This long running, popular Program includes subsidised soil
and plant tissue testing, laboratory results, interpretation and advice for a heavily
reduced cost. The Program helps farmers make informed decisions about fertiliser
requirements and application, with potential to save money whilst keeping
nutrients out of waterways and on farm where they’re needed. Successful
applicants will be contacted by Project Officer Lorna McDonald.

In July landholders joined us for an information packed workshop with soil legend David Hardwick. Topics
covered included soil nutrient storage and availability, visual assessment, nutrient cycling, biological interactions
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Catchment Group™™
and how best to manage soil nutrients. Thanks to David for sharing his expertise in a very user-friendly way!
David also talked about the importance of soil testing to inform fertiliser decisions. Soil testing helps you target
the paddocks where nutrients are needed, helping to improve pasture productivity, and profits.

2. Protecting and restoring the Fitz-Stirling Priority Place for
nature and people.

In the last month we successfully completed this worthwhile project aimed at
protecting and enhancing valuable habitat and species within the Fitz-Stirling
Priority Place. We also increased public awareness of the Priority Place and its
national significance, being just one of 20 places listed in the federal governments
Threatened Species Action Plan (2022-2032). It is home to 90 threatened plant and ’ \
animal species, 10 of which are also listed in the Plan, and 4 Threatened Ecological
Communities (TEC).

With considerable assistance from landmanagers and pest controllers we
completed 10.5km of fencing to protect over 100 hectares of remnant native
bushland, established 4.5 hectares of revegetation, completed over 1,300
hectares of targeted weed control, instigated over 15,000 hectares of feral animal
eradication and hosted 3 informative community events. A considerable effort
within just 24 months!

We also participated in a number of collaborative workshops aimed at developing
an ongoing management plan for the Fitz-Stirling Priority Place. These were highly
productive and although this specific project has now ended we are hopeful that
a strategic and inclusive management plan will bring additional support to keep
doing similar key work.

This project is supported by funding from Australian Governments Saving Native Species through South Coast NRM.

3. The Boordenitj, Australasian Bittern, in focus. This project received grant

funding from the Australian
The Australasian Bitten (Botaurus poiciloptilus) or Boordenitj is a large heron-like Government Saving Native
bird that inhabits shallow (>30cm) freshwater wetlands in both South-West and Species Program and is
South- East Australia. Despite growing up to 76cm in length with a wingspan of coordinated by Bird Life
over a meter, it is a highly cryptic species, with its brown buff and streaked Australia.

appearance allowing it to blend seamlessly amongst the reeds and sedges of its
habitat. They are a primarily nocturnal, feeding on a wide range of small animals
including mammals, birds, frogs, and invertebrates.
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Catchment Group™
Habitat loss and degradation from agricultural development, droughts, and
dewatering, as well as predation by feral species such as cats and foxes have all
contributed to their decline. They are currently listed as an endangered species
both by the Department of Biodiversity, Conservation, and Attractions (DBCA), and
the International United Conservation of Nature, with the West Australian
population estimated at less than 150 mature individuals.

Several projects such as Saving Boordenitj — the Australasia Bitterns (Botaurus
poiciloptilus) are being undertaken to deliver priority recovery actions for this
endangered species. As part of this BirdLife funded project, the Oyster Harbour
Catchment Group is working with private landowners within the Manypeaks region
to implement restoration of wetlands on private properties and targeted feral
animal control of the areas to promote Boordenitj friendly habitats that extend the
Manypeaks wetlands complex beyond the Ballogup/Lake Pleasant View System.

4. Oyster Harbour Miaritch 2026 Showcase, an event to
celebrate our local environment.

The Oyster Harbour Catchment Group is contributing to the Albany 2026 agenda
with a day of activities, talks and entertainment at the Emu Point foreshore on
Saturday 10th October. Visitors can join experts for lively discussions on the past,
present and future of local landcare for our environment, with something for all
ages to enjoy under a big marquee.

A series of panel discussions will reflect on caring for Country with Menang
Noongar representatives; the strength of community advocating for
environment amid the challenges of agriculture, industry and urbanisation;
and a vision for what the future can look like when we continue to care for
nature. With entertainment, kids’ activities and partner organisation stalls,
this event will have something for everyone while highlighting the importance
of the Great Southern’s unique natural environment. Interactive displays will
showcase the Group’s impact through programs and projects like breathing life
back into Lake Matilda, a comprehensive plan for on-ground actions
championed by local landholders. The Strategic Middle Catchment Plan, which
included over 200km of fencing and 2,500ha of pasture trials, winning a
National Landcare award in 2008. The Olympic Landcare program which saw

This initiative is supported
by funding from the
Western Australian
Government’s State NRM
Program, Healthy Estuaries
WA and Southern Ports.

over 300 local students take part in planting trees in the lead-up to the 2000
Sydney Olympics. A decade of targeted weed control around the Porongurup
Ranges National Park, including the formation of the Ranges Link focus area.

Photo from Love The Lesch event,
inspiration for the Oyster Harbour
Miaritch 2026 Showcase.

Plus efforts to conserve our local threatened species, the Western Ringtail
possum and many many more.
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Catchment Group'™
Our executive Officer Bruce Radys says, “Through a
successful State NRM Community Stewardship grant we
are mapping out on-ground activities, such as
revegetation, fencing to protect remnant vegetation,
invasive species control, sustainable agriculture trials,
including soil testing and much more. When considering
the Albany 2026 bicentenary we decided that sharing
these results, with some additional items of interest
from the archives, was a great way to highlight the
importance of community-driven landcare in our
region.”

o
OYSTER HARBOUR

MIARITCH

2026

SHOWCASE

B 4

Join us in sharing over 30 years of impact
by the Oyster Harbour Catchment Group
as we reflect on the past, present &
future of landcare.

0OCT 10

The Oyster Harbour Catchment Group is a Community-
led Land Management organisation that emerged from
the early Local Conservation District Committees of the
1980’s. It grew during the following decade of landcare,
which was triggered by the alarming environmental
decline of many South-West estuaries and the
considerable challenges of escalating dryland salinity.

EMU POINT
FORESHORE

Wlthm. Oyster' Harbour/Mlarltch itself,  historic Bl e @) é P —
unsustainable fishing practices had removed the =3

naturally-occurring southern flat oyster beds by the late & R
1800s. By 1988, deteriorating water quality led to the
loss of over 80% of the seagrass beds. Since 1992 the
Oyster Harbour Catchment Group have undertaken over
120 landcare projects with significant support from
landholders, community, local heroes and small to
medium enterprises. They have brought millions of
dollars of investment into the local environment, making
a substantial contribution to improving the ecological
health of Oyster Harbour/Miaritch while restoring and
protecting native bushland and waterways.

(st~ Albany

Oyster Harbour Miaritch now supports commercial and recreational fishing, including new oyster and mussel
aquaculture ventures, along with significant values for recreation and place. Continuing efforts and investment
in the catchment remain important to keep Miaritch healthy, conserve biodiversity and improve resilience for
the future - a future that will be inhabited and driven by the youth of today. At the Miaritch Showcase, Albany
Senior High School Marine science students will share their experience of engaging in the marine environment
and how it has shaped their decisions. The Oyster Harbour Catchment Group hopes that by bringing together
so many different voices and telling the stories of what they have achieved to improve environmental outcomes
that others will be inspired to play their part, however small.
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5. Celebrating 30 years of National Tree Day with a
Community Planting.

On Sunday the 26™ July we were joined by a group of dedicated volunteers who
helped plant over 2,000 seedlings near the Stirling Range National Park in Kendenup
to rehabilitate a saline area, improving habitat and wildlife corridors in the process.

Thank you again to everyone that attended, the wind blew the rain, and our hats,
away for a time, but brought out the sunshine. The site and the day were supported
by funding from Rio Tinto.

If you want to be involved in future community action days please sign up to our
free newsletter to automatically become an Oyster Harbour Catchment Group
member, there are no membership fees just good news! Scan the QR code or visit
https://www.ohcg.org.au/newsletter.html

This project is
supported by funding
from Rio Tinto

RioTinto
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6. Scaling Success Future Drought Fund awarded to Great This project is supported
Southern consortium. by SCNRM, through
funding from the
The South Coast Drought and Climate Resilience Consortium has been successful Australian Government's
in the Australian Government’s Future Drought Fund’s (FDF) Scaling Success Future Drought Fund.
Program.

Through South Coast NRM and their partners, which includes Oyster Harbour
Catchment Group, they have secured $2.81 million over the next two years to
support the South Coast region to prepare for, adapt to and recover from
drought.

The Consortium brings together 11 regional partners who together will scale
the success of previous FDF projects delivered locally by Gillamii, FBG and
RAIN, so that this work can benefit the entire South Coast region.

Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry, Julie Collins MP said:

“Drought is a case of when, not if, which is why we’re working with farmers
and regional communities to help them prepare for and boost their resilience
to drought. The Scaling for Success Program is about not reinventing the
wheel, but leveraging the work of existing projects and technology that’s
already helping our farmers and producers to remain productive. Every
community across Australia relies on the work of our farmers, which is why
our Government will always back our farmers during challenging conditions.”

Consortium members include; ASHEEP & BEEF (Esperence), Fitzgerald
Biosphere Group (FBG), Great Southern Development Commission, North
Stirling Pallinup Natural Resources, Ravensthorpe Agricultural Initiative
Network (RAIN), South East Premium Wheat Growers Association, Stirlings to
Coast Farmers, The Gillamii Centre and Wilson Inlet Catchment Committee.

What this means for Oyster Harbour Catchment Group will be an in-depth
study on the myths and legends of multi-species pastures, with some trial sites
and detailed soil analysis, and a focused sub-catchment hydrological plan,
sharing the resulting management strategies with the wider community.
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7. A welcome review to State laws for cats underway, have
your say now!

Did you know that the W.A Cat Act (2011) is currently under review with a new bill,
the Cat Amendment (Local Laws) Bill 2026, also on the table?

Roaming cats, that is a cat that is allowed to roam beyond its owner’s property and
is not under effective control (e.g., such as in a cat carrier or on a leash), can take
on average 186 animals a year, including 110 native animals. Within Western

Australia, current legislation states that it is the responsibility of the cat owner to
make sure that, if their cat is 6 months or older, that they are:

- Sterilised (from 6 months old),
- Microchipped, \ VPV 4

- Registered with their relevant local government, and CLAWS
Cat Laws and Wildlife Survival

- Wear a collar and registration tag if they are in a public place.

In addition to the Cat Act, some LGA’s have local laws that enhance the state level legislation, regarding the
number of cats you can own, but very few have been successful in implementing local laws for permanent
containment. More recently, the Shire of Pingelly attempted to introduce their Save the Numbats Local Law 2025
with a large focus on cat containment but was rejected due to inconsistencies with the Cat Act 2011.

This latest set-back on top of significant community sentiment has pushed State Government to review the Cat
Act 2011. Public submissions for this statutory review close on Monday, 31 August. Feedback can be submitted
online, via email, or by post through the Department of Local Government, Industry Regulation and Safety. The
last review was in 2019 with a focus on reducing the age for sterilisation, microchipping and registration. It is
hoped this review will support greater enforcement and address containment. Concurrently, the Cat
Amendment (Local Laws) Bill 2026 is in the second reading stage in the Legislative Assembly. If passed it will
allow Local Governments to make and enforce local laws around effective cat control, including containment.

For all your responsible cat ownership and feral cat information contact CLAWS (Cat Laws and Wildlife Survival).

8. Weather Update

The rainfall and climate outlook for August to October;

Below average August to October rainfall likely across the south-west and east; above average likely in parts
of the north west.

e August to October rainfall is likely to be below average (60 to 80% chance) for most of the Southwest Land
Division of Western Australia.

e There is an increased chance of unusually low rainfall (40 to 60% chance) for parts of far south-east and
south-west mainland Australia.

——
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e Maximum temperatures are likely to be above average (60% to greater than 80% chance) across most of
Australia south of the tropics and there is an increased chance of unusually high minimum temperatures
(over 60% chance) across much of the southern two-thirds of Australia, with the highest chances (over 80%
chance) across most of Western Australia and other parts.

e El Nifio is underway. Sea surface temperatures (SSTs) in the central tropical Pacific are above El Nifio
thresholds, and atmospheric indicators are consistent with an established event. Forecasts are pointing
towards a strong to very strong El Nifio event. Ocean-atmospheric coupling (when the ocean and
atmosphere act to reinforce the El Nifio state) is likely to sustain El Nifio through until at least the end of the
year.

e The Southern Annular Mode (SAM) is currently in an extended positive phase and Globally SSTs are
exceptionally warm, with June 2026 the warmest June on record for globally averaged ocean temperatures

since 1900.
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Upcoming Events / Opportunities

4t August @ Museum of Great Southern Co-Op
Building | Tuesday Curatorial with Oyster

Harbour Catchment Group o g Tuesday Curatorial:
- o e T " Protecting Albany’s
“Protecting Albany’s Wildlife: Landcare, ' S | Wildlife: Landcare, Ringtail

Ringtail Possums and Roaming Cats” 10:30- ‘ Possums and Roaming Cats

CURATORIAL TALKS

11:30am

Join our project officers James Barr and Cassie
Dressler at the Museum of the Great Southern
curatorial as they share insights from more
than 30 years of landcare activities in the
region. Cassie will present the results of this
year’s Ringtail Tally, while James will explore the
impacts of roaming cats on native wildlife and o

the role of disease transmission, including LSt Eava and WikilHe Sucrval,
current research into toxoplasmosis in the Great Catio Building

Southern. WOI‘kShOP

30th August @ Katanning DPIRD Conference Room
| Catio Building Workshop 1:00-3:00pm S—

. AUGUST 30TH
For all of those in the upper Great Southern come 1:00-3:00PM

along to one of our brilliant, hands-on DIY catio
(cat patio) building workshops as part of Katanning
Eco-Week.

RSVP by scanning the QR code or visiting
https://events.humanitix.com/claws-catio-building-

workshop Bl!kotomnlng E HARDWARE \wso

Miandcare cgm m

natural resource ('
management program

is project is ppnaw inding from the Wes:

rogram and Is sponsored by Cyster Harbour Catchment Group Inc
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. Help us to help the |
A environment!

~ As we embark on an exciting _
W new project delving into the %

Catchment Group v

archives to discover lost £
stories and hidden treasures
we welcome public feedback
- on our track record over the

= 4 *33' last 30 years.

Scan the

the draw for coffee and cake
vouchers!

https:/ [forms.office.com/r/NBQGRNy5ik
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10t October @ Emu Point Marina | Oyster
Harbour Miaritch 2026 Showcase 10am —2pm

o
OYSTER HARBOUR

MIARITCH

2026

SHOWCASE
i 4

Join us in sharing over 30 years of impact
by the Oyster Harhour Catchment Group
as we reflect on the past, present &
future of landcare.

OCT 10

EMU POINT
. FORESHORE
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management program Coparac of Primary ndustrias and Regionsl Developmant

Open to all ages and walks of life, join experts for
lively discussions on the past, present and future of
local landcare. A series of panel discussions will
reflect on caring for Country with Menang Noongar
representatives; the strength of community
advocating for environment amid the challenges of
agriculture, industry and urbanisation; and a vision
for what the future can look like when we continue
to care for nature. There will be entertainment,
kids’ activities, partner organisation stalls, and
interactive displays that showcase OHCG’s impact.
This event will have something for everyone while
highlighting the importance of the Great
Southern’s unique natural environment.

Don’t miss it!

% Southern
Ports
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Community Awareness Days

NATIONAL THREATENED SPECIES DAY 7™ September

On 7 September each year, Australians are invited to stop and
reflect on the fact that on that same date in 1936, Australia’s
Tasmanian tiger, also known as the thylacine (Thylacinus
National cynocephalus), slipped over the extinction line. 60 years later in
1996, the Threatened Species Network founded by WWF-
F ThreatEHEd ‘;4 Australia and the Australian Government’s Natural Heritage

Trust established National Threatened Species Day to

Speues Day commemorate the death of the last Tasmanian tiger at Hobart
Zoo.
e
&
WWF National Threatened Species Day is a day when we shine a

spotlight on all the Australian native animal and plant species

that are facing similar fates to that of the Tasmanian tiger.
Sadly, since 2022, 163 species have been newly listed as threatened. There are now of plant, animal, and
ecological communities officially listed as threatened under Australia's Environment Protection and
Biodiversity Conservation (EPBC) Act 1999. This includes more than 590 native animals.

Page | 11
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