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Kaya! Welcome, Catchment Group "™
To our first newsletter for 2026! Like it or not, its bushfire season and we have had numerous fires across
the catchment recently. I'd like to take this opportunity to acknowledge local volunteer bushfire brigades
and thank them for their efforts in responding to incidents. Their efforts not only save farm assets and
community housing, but also natural assets such as reserves, National Parks and private bushland. I'd also
like to take the opportunity to encourage landholders to participate in our upcoming Feral Animal Tally
(despite how you might feel about changes to gun legislation) — it’s a great event with the BBQ Tally Breaky
a highlight and plenty of participation prizes. See you at the breakfast! Bruce Radys — Executive Officer

the next couple of months these areas will be prepared by completing weed
control and tailored earthworks. Fencing to exclude stock from waterways
continues to be erected with the valued assistance of landowners and
managers. Our EO Bruce Radys leads the Stream Restoration program and other
revegetation activities across our other projects. If you would like to complete
some revegetation or stock exclusion fencing at your property lodge an
expression of interest (EOI) on our website.

1. Healthy Estuaries Stream Restoration and New This project is part of Healthy

Fertiliser Management Program Estuaries WA, a State
Government initiative to

Healthy Estuaries WA is a flagship project for the Oyster Harbour Catchment improve the health of our South

Group, it brings together community, land managers, science and government West estuaries.

to improve outcomes for South-West and Great Southern estuaries. There are a

few key activities undertaken within the Healthy Estuaries WA program.

Stream Restoration v ‘

As we prepare for the 2026 planting season orders for seedlings and seeds have “

been submitted. We have approximately 4 ha flagged for revegetation and over ]‘ ESTUAR ‘ ES

Fertiliser Management Program

Our NRM Officer Lorna and program participants were kept busy over the
summer break! Soil sampling has been completed and samples submitted to
CSBP for the 2025-26 group. Thanks to all participating farmers for your
involvement and getting your sampling done by the tight deadline.

The “Grow your pasture profits” Workshop will be held on Tuesday 24th
February at The Stirling Club in Albany. Participants will receive their soil results
report and have an opportunity to talk to agronomists, DPIRD and DWER
representatives about the fertiliser needs of their farm, as well as network with
fellow farmers and enjoy a drink at the sundowner. All participants are strongly
encouraged to attend. Please RSVP by Friday 20th February. If you haven’t
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received an email invitation, please get in touch with NRM Officer Lorna McDonald.

The final step for participants of the 2024-25 fertiliser management program is completion of the post
program survey. The face-to-face survey collects information about farming practices to help improve
the program and includes an audit of 2025 fertiliser applications to gauge if information obtained
throughout the program has had an impact on decision making. The surveys will take place from 9th —
20th February. Participants will be contacted to arrange a suitable date and time.

Don’t miss out! Accu-Spread field days are also coming up in early March. Dates and locations to be
confirmed. Learn how to test and calibrate your spreader to optimise fertiliser use. There’s the
opportunity to BYO spreader for testing and calibration. Keep an eye on your inbox or email Lorna for
more details.

Community Science Forum

The annual Community Science Forum was held in late November 2025 and was a resounding success.
Attendees were spoilt with a fantastic outlook over Middleton Beach from the Surf Life Saving Club as
they listened to a variety of engaging speakers from the Department of Water & Environmental
Regulations, South Coast NRM, Oyster Harbour Catchment Group and UWA-Albany. The supper was
exceptional and complimented by a sundowner sponsored by Elders. For the 2026 Forum planning is
already underway and we can assure you it will be a unique engaging experience. Sign up to our free
membership to keep up to date.

2. New project success! Mapping the past to plan the This project is supported by the

futu re West Australian Government’s

- State NRM Community
Stewardship Grants.

Over 30 years of operation OHCG as an organisation has undergone periods of
growth and contraction. Staff and volunteers have come and gone, each time
leaving a host of physical and digital information about project outcomes.
Simultaneously considerable technological changes in mapping, GIS and
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reporting software have taken place. Due to these fluctuations in capacity and capability management
of geospatial data and project management data has been unstandardised and inconsistent. This limits
our ability to understand or monitor the cumulative impact and reach of activities across the breadth
of the Oyster Harbour Catchment area both for our own management and within wider community
perception. In June 2024 OHCG held an Investment Planning workshop with multiple stakeholders who
identified “Coordinating of data collation, analysis, evaluation and presentation” as the highest priority
action for the group. The workshop identified that without knowing what has previously been achieved,
and where, management decisions risk being ineffective or detrimental to the organisations aims.

Through the State NRM’s Community Stewardship Grants — Small we applied for a grant to critically
assess, measure and map past project activities, which will in turn inform decision-making and strategic
planning for future projects. It will also improve community engagement by sharing the significant
cumulative contributions made by the group in areas of natural resource management, environmental
restoration and conservation. The project will build on two previously funded State NRM projects 1) a
digital archiving project, completed by OHCG and 2) tailored GIS data templates and procedures
provided by Gillamii Centre Inc. The project will convert over 30 years of on-ground project activities
into a consolidated, standardised geospatial format backed up with procedural documents which will
constitute a relevant and effective data management plan for now and the future.

We are thrilled to announce the successful funding of the grant and
encourage past and present OHCG and community members to
engage with this project;

Leading Landcare Survey - OYSTER
HARBOUR CATCHMENT GROUP

e Attend volunteer sessions at the Mount Barker office where
we will un-box the archives and search for historic data and
stories. First Session on Wednesday 11" March.

e Complete the community Leading Landcare Survey by
scanning the QR code and go into the draw for local prizes.

e Catalogue non-digital photographs.

o Attend the OHCG 2026 Showcase in the October School

Holidays.
3. King River Warracoolyup weeding well underway! This project is funded by
the Australian
The Community-led restoration of the King River Warracoolyup is a significant Governments Natural
project for OHCG. Funded by the Australian Governments Urban Rivers and Heritage Trust under the
Catchments program it will see considerable environmental restoration and Urban Rivers and
rehabilitation along 9.5km of river frontage over a 3 year period. A significant Catchments program.

portion of this work is removing and controlling invasive environmental weeds.
Our contractors for this work are the experienced team at Greenskills Albany.
Using a variety of methods they are controlling and/or removing woody weeds
such as the Sydney Golden Wattle (Acacia longifolia), Victorian Tea
(Leptospermum laevigatum) and Taylorina (Psoralea pinnata). Mapping below
shows areas that have undergone initial treatment. In most instances there will
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be multiple treatments. We encourage local residents to prevent garden
escapees becoming invasive pest species in our shared reserves by carefully
considering what you plant and containing plants to your property.

Community-led
Restoration of
King River
Warracoolyup

77 Green
“@ Skills1nc

Figure: Completed weed treatment areas as at December 2025.

There will also be an opportunity to actively engage with the project in coming
months as we invite citizen scientists to complete fauna monitoring along the
King River under the guidance of contracted local ecologists. Exact dates, times
and location are to be confirmed. To find out more or register your interest
please contact Natalie Reeves.

4. CLAWS preparing for a big 2026.

Our sponsored organisation CLAWS bid a fond farewell to Project Officer Rosie
Smith at the end of 2025 and welcome new Project Officer James Barr in January
2026. James comes with both practical and research experience. Most recently
he has worked as a zoological consultant and Licenced Pest Management
Technician (LPMT) all over Western Australia before settling in Mount Barker.
James began his studies in Biochemistry and Zoology through UWA and went on
to study and work as a veterinary nurse for over 7 years followed by obtaining a
PhD in Behavioural Ecology through Curtin University.

’ CLAWS

Cat Laws and Wildlife Suwival/

He has hit the ground running and will swiftly be commencing rural school
incursions, a DIY Catio Workshop at Bunnings Albany (March long weekend),
further Catio Rebate schemes and supporting PhD research on the prevalence of
the cat-dependant disease Toxoplasmosis gondii in the Great Southern. Keep up
to date on CLAWS activities by following their social media channels or contact
James directly on claws@ohcg.org.au

This project is supported by funding from the Western Australian
Government’s State NRM Program
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5. OHCG leadership update

At the 2025 Annual General Meeting held on the 27" November OHCG
members and staff heard a thorough wrap-up of the year that was and a
heartfelt sign-off from departing Chairperson Heather Adams. After serving as
Chair for over 14 years, amongst many other roles for the organisation. At the
AGM Heather said,

‘Over the last 12 months, more than any other time, the progress we have made
has been transformational which is quite remarkable for a group that is 30
something years old now and still has pretty much the same objectives that it
was founded on. We have gone from a community group with limited resources 4
and struggling to deal with the administrative burden of managing people and ‘ ‘
multiple projects, to a well-managed and well-resourced organisation with the
confidence to dream big for the future. The group has a momentum now that Above: OHCG Chairperson
will drive it forward leaving seasoned campaigners like myself in its wake, which Jason Hastie.

is by no means a bad thing!’

Below: OHCG Treasurer
Heather Adams.

A seasoned campaigner himself, ex-Chair David Williamson made these
remarks,

‘Look around the Catchment and you will find farmers who are very grateful for
Heather’s leadership, thoughtful contributions, encouragement to try
something new and be progressive. Heather’s understanding, enthusiasm and
engaging personality is hard to resist and many have decided to give it a go with
thanks.

With big boots to fill and plenty of enthusiasm for the task Jason Hastie was
elected as new Chairperson, with Vice-Chair Chas Rhind, Secretary Jan Williams
and Treasurer Heather Adams. Jason has been Vice-Chair for the last year and
joins us from the Upper Gascoyne where he owned and managed Pingandy
Station and served as Chair of the Upper Gascoyne LCDC between 2007 - 2019.
He currently runs a small farm in Narrikup and continues to serve as a Reservist
after many years serving in the Air Force. He has a keen interest in sustainable
agriculture, landscape function and biodiversity.

In memory of Mark Adams.

Although Mark Adams may not have been a serving committee or staff member his influence on OHCG was
fundamental. Through his unwavering support of his wife Heather’s passion and his commitment to helping
OHCG achieve our goals whenever and however he could, he was an integral part of our success. Mark was
a progressive and productive farmer with a deep commitment to sustainability and leaving the land better
for future generations. Together with his family at Yaralla they worked towards providing a shining example
of the combined synergies of efficiency, adaptability, conservation, productivity and community. At
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the large memorial service held for Mark on the 18t November there was literally standing room only, a true
testament to a man whose resourcefulness and willingness to obtain and share knowledge had a vast impact
on multiple communities and sectors. We pay respects to a life well lived and continue to offer our deepest
sympathy to the family as they navigate a challenging and unexpected period.

6. Staff Contacts

Bruce Radys — Executive Officer - eo@ohcg.org.au

Healthy Estuaries WA Stream Restoration, Rio Tinto Reinvigorating Revegetation

Natalie Reeves — Operations Coordinator - Natalie.reeves@ohcg.org.au

Community-led Restoration of the King River Warracoolyup, Salvaging Australasian Bittern Habitat

Lorna McDonald — NRM Officer - nrmo@ohcg.org.au

Healthy Estuaries WA Fertiliser Management Program, Dung Beetle Soil Health Initiative, Future Ready South
Coast

Cassie Dressler — Project Officer - Cassie.dressler@ohcg.org.au

Fitz-Stirling Priority Place, Mapping the Past to Plan the Future, General Communications

7. Weather Update

The rainfall and climate outlook for February to April;

e December rainfall was below average for much of South Australia, parts of Western Australia and areas
in the country's east. Some water storages in the eastern and southern states have declined by up to
50% compared to this time last year.

\_J



mailto:eo@ohcg.org.au
mailto:Natalie.reeves@ohcg.org.au

o \!Ster Harp, u

Catchment Group®

e For large parts of Australia, the rainfall forecast does not strongly favour any outcome, meaning there
are roughly equal chances that February to April rainfall will be above, below or close to average.

e Maximum temperatures are likely to very likely to be above average (60% to over 80% chance) across
most of Australia.

e Some areas have an increased chance of unusually high maximum temperatures (over 50% chance),
including Tasmania, much of Western Australia, and parts of the east.

e Minimum temperatures are very likely to be above average (more than 80% chance) across most of
Australia, with lower chances (closer to 50%) across parts southern Australia.

e Sea Surface Temperatures in the Australian region were the third warmest on record for December.
Forecasts for February to April indicate warmer-than-average SSTs are likely for much of the region, but
closer to average off southern Australia. Warmer oceans can provide increased moisture and energy,
that can enhance the severity of storms, cyclones and rain systems.
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Upcoming Events / Opportunities

14-15%™ February @ Woogenellup Hall | Fox Shoot S
. 14th-15th February
(Feral Animal Tally) 7pm — 7am e ————
Join us for the Autumn Redcard Fox Shoot, FERAI. A"lMAL From 6:30am on Sunday
Woogenellup and surrounds. Tally BBQ Results at /:00am
& P Y TALLY At Woogenellup Hall

breakfast from 6:30am with the Tally Count

at 7:00am. Some fantastic prizes from 2026 yzﬁf’i.?;g:“
ourselves and generous local sponsors this % today
year including Mt Barker Co-Operative,
Nutrien Ag, Trailblazers, Rays Firearms.
Registration is essential. All terms and
conditions must be adhered to. Find out
more on our Website;
https://www.ohcg.org.au/woogy-fox-shoot-
2026.html

Register at:

www.ohcg.org.au/woogy-fox-shoot-2026.html

@ EI‘ T, [®] For more info please contact
P— 4 -i_ ry .

Register on Humanitix;
https://events.humanitix.com/feral-animal-

or a stay at Albany's premier harbourside hotel, all whilst protecting

ta | |\! the nationally significant Fitz-Stirling Priority Place.
m & .. Australian Government  This project is supported by the Australian Government's
. ol Saving Native Species Program and South Coast Natural
O RED 4B~ SOUTHCOAST  Resource Mansgement and by the Red Card for foxes, cats
and rabbit: ity based feral animal

24t February @ The Stirling Club Albany | Grow
your pasture profits Workshop 12:30pm —
5:30pm (optional lunch from 11:45am)

oyster Harbn,,,

This workshop is for participants in the 25-26 ESW‘\P’.ES SE—
Fertiliser Management Program only. All Grow your pasture profits workshop
participants are encouraged to attend to : “ : A |
receive soil testing reports with a 7
comprehensive explanation of how to use
the results to maximise production on their
individual paddocks.

Join fellow farmers, agronomists, DWER, DPIRD and catchment officers for a workshop and sundowner.

You will receive your soil test results, learn how to interpret them, and how to use them to guide your
fertiliser decisions. You will also learn more about nutrient management.

The workshop will cover:

-R-. Soil test results @ Fertiliser strategies

N :
m Understanding limits and constraints 1”& Nutrient calculator

S it g 2 9 Question time with agronomists and
e Soil acidity and lime s DPIRD officers

and more...

Tuesday 24 February
12:30pm to 5:30pm (sundowner to follow until 6:30pm)
Arrive from 11:45am for lunch before workshop starts

Where: The Stirling Club, 14 Stirling Terrace, Albany 6330

RSVP and specify any dietary requirements: nrmo@ohcg.org.au

Page | 9
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Upcoming Events / Opportunities

March Long Weekend (Date TBC) @ Bunnings Albany

| ‘Catio’ (Cat Patio) Building Workshop Time
TBC

Back by popular demand CLAWS are hosting
another Catio (Cat Patio) building working with
Alex from Albany Pet Structures at the Bunnings
Activity Space as part of their Pet D.l.Y Weekend
special. Registrations will be on the Bunnings
D.LY Activities page. Further details will be
announced on CLAWS socials.

7™ March, Saturday @ Venue TBC| Annual Ringtail

Tally Training Workshop 6-8pm

If you are interest in participating in the 2026
Annual Ringtail Tally or would simply like to
learn more about these precious possums
followed by a guided spotlight join us at the
Tally Workshop. Families are welcome,
complimentary light supper provided.
Registration is essential at
https://events.humanitix.com/ringtail-tally-
training-workshop

1%t April to 2" May @ your backyard | 2026 Annual

Ringtail Tally evenings of your choosing.

The Annual Ringtail Tally itself runs for
approximately a month in Autumn. Intrepid
citizen scientists are encouraged to spotlight for
Western ringtail possums in their own backyard
or local patch and record any sightings or lack of
sightings into an online form. You can conduct a
Tally on as many nights as you choose over the
month. Every Tally goes into a prize draw and
helps aid local conservation strategies.

Scan QR Code to find out more:

CAT PATIO = 4
BUILDING WORKSHOP~

March Long Weekend (28 Feb-2 Mar) *4% . 9

Come along to learn how to build a safe and
Wﬂs@

beautiful outdoor space to protect your cat and
wildlife with Albany Pet Structures. %
o Sty ur’eS)

At Wl 162 Chester Pass Rd

» Learn how to design and build a 'catio’
« Learn how to use different fixtures, fittings and netting
» Take home information on cat enrichment

and wildlife survival i

P
» Apply for a $200 catio reba.te scher%e i ‘\\S

Secure your spot for th s free event on

Bunnings D.L.Y Workshops page or email
James Barr - claws@ohcg.org.au

P
}‘;_’k natural resource l'(‘

2. management program '

ANNUAL
RINGTAIL
TALLY

WORKSHOP

FAMILY
FRIENDLY
EVENT

Saturday 7" March
VENUE TBC

TIME 6-8pm

Learn how to participate in
this year's Annual Ringtail

Tally, then join us for a
guided spotlight walk.

Registration .org. 3 Tally info:

2026 Ringtail Tally
uns from 1 April -
b May, great prizes

Free event, essential
light supper Scan QR or
ided P \ for citizen science
provide visitour | ity it
website g Tally sheets online
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Upcoming Events / Opportunities

11™ March @ Plantagenet Landcare Centre |
Mapping the Past 10am — 2pm

Join us at the first monthly volunteer drop-in Mapp

session to begin delving into the archives and )
mapping past projects. Complimentary I I ‘he P&S
nibbles and bottomless tea, stay as long or as

little as you like. RSVP optional to Cassie,

cassie.dressler@ohcg.org.au Wednesday 11 March N
q
10am-2pm
Each month members and public are welcomed to help us
14th Ma I’Ch @ SOU ness Park | Great Cocky count dive into the archives and map over 30 years of landcare in
) . ) our region! Morning tea and good company guaranteed.
Workshop Time TBC Hosted by Birdlife
Australia oyster Harbo,

Plantagenet Landcare Centre

In preparation for the 2026 Great Cocky z:zuzltbi"n'y":'wia"way i i
Count (12th April) Birdlife Australia are For all enquires contact Cassie (cassie dressler@ohcg.org.au)
presenting one workshop in the Great
Southern to explain everything about the
Count, how to get involved and most critically
how to register roost sites prior to the Count.
Complimentary refreshments provided by the
Oyster Harbour Catchment Group.
Registration details will become available on
our website, socials and member email

alerts.

Late April @ Bus Trip | Dam Enhancements Great
Southern Field Tour

Join us on a fun, informative bus trip to visit
dam enhancement sites to talk about the
benefits of dam enhancement and some of
the latest research relevant to farmers in the
region. More information will be provided
when dates are confirmed. In the meantime,
if you’d like to express your interest, please
get in touch!
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